
   Thank You Voters
In this issue of Connections you will find more 
detailed information about the work already begun 
in the school district as many people collaborate 
to ensure that Puyallup students benefit from the 
strong support demonstrated in the recent election.

The bond has passed.  Now what?
Thanks to voter support of the School Construc-
tion and Facility Improvements bond, the Puyallup 
School District is moving forward with five major 
construction projects. The $292.5 million bond will 
allow the district to replace Firgrove, Northwood, 
and Sunrise elementary schools, remodel and ex-
pand Pope Elementary, and build a new elementary 
school on undeveloped district-owned property on 
144th Street near 80th Avenue, west of Meridian on 
South Hill.

“Our community has emphatically endorsed a long-
term investment which will serve generations of 
children in the Puyallup community,” stated School 
Board President Dane Looker.  

Projections call for an additional 1,600 students in 
the next five years in Puyallup, with 1,050 of them 
expected to arrive in already overcrowded ele-
mentary schools. The five projects approved in the 
November 3 General Election will create additional 
classroom space for 2,720 elementary students.

The district’s Capital Construction division is re-
sponsible for all new construction, remodeling, and 
modernization projects. Prior to the bond’s passing, 
the focus of this division had been on small capital 
projects supported by voters in the February 2014 
Capital Projects Levy. In addition to this work, they 
are now spending much of their time implement-
ing the plans prepared in advance for the possible 
passage of the bond.

In anticipation of the possibility of an approved 
bond proposal work began in the spring of 2015 
with the selection of architects. Work continued 
throughout the summer and into the fall with the 
revision of educational specifications which will be 
presented to the school board in January, 2016.  

In the midst of all this work are Capital Projects 
Director Gary Frentress, Educational Planning Di-
rector Mario Casello, and Chief Operations Officer 
Rudy Fyles.

With over 25 years of experience in school con-
struction, including 11 years in the Puyallup School 
District, Frentress has also worked for the Highline 

School District and several major construction 
contractors. His degree is in construction engineer-
ing from Iowa State. In his role as capital projects 
director, Frentress will provide oversight of all the 
bond projects working with the project managers, 
design, teams and school staff.

Casello has served as an educator for 18 years. As 
a building administrator, he was involved in several 
construction projects at Rogers High School, includ-
ing the Heritage Athletic Complex, the rebuilding 
of Kalles Junior High, and the construction of an 
international school. As director of educational 
planning, Casello will focus on the development of 
educational specifications. He will work closely with 
the design professionals, and collaborate with the 
administration and staff of each school throughout 
the construction process.  

Fyles has been with the Puyallup School District for 
more than 18 years. Before Puyallup, he worked 
for the South Kitsap School District. He ran his own 
architectural firm for a while, and also worked as a 
senior architect for the Department of Social and 
Health Services. Fyles provided great leadership 
in the 2004 capital projects bond and has been a 
reliable force in the decade which followed. He has 
been involved with every aspect and every stage 
of planning, building, maintaining, cleaning, and 
managing the many district facilities.

Regarding the “next steps” of the district’s most 
recent School Construction and Facility Improve-
ment bond, Fyles shares, “By early March we plan 
to begin the site-specific educational specification 
process for the first three schools and complete 
them in two to three months.” The first three bond 
projects include the replacement of Firgrove and 
Northwood elementary schools, and the construc-
tion of a new elementary school on South Hill.

Firgrove and Northwood will each have 30 home 
rooms similar in size to the last two elementary 
schools, Edgerton and Carson, which opened in 
2007. The new elementary on 144th Street will be 
built with 44 home rooms and provide much need-
ed relief to Zeiger Elementary and other schools in 
the nearby area.

Mountain View kindergarten students from Carla Butcher’s 
class practice working on the letter of the week. They are prac-
ticing making capital and lower case ‘I’s.  Top photo (from left) 
Dreme Haley and Nora Cline.  Bottom photo is Maddie Goetz 
with Anthony Boschee in the background.
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Photo courtesy of Northwood Elementary

Mt. View Elementary students 
practice writing skills in 2016 



Superintendent’s Message
Moving Forward
I would like to wish each and every one of you a 
happy new year. We look forward to 2016 and we 
are thankful for the opportunity to serve more than 
22,000 students in our community. 

There is indeed a great deal to be thankful for in 
our district at the moment. With the 69 percent 
passage of our School Construction and Facility 
Improvements bond, our community has very pos-
itively supported the future direction of the district 
as we begin our work to upgrade and expand the 
permanent educational facilities within the district. 

On Tuesday, December 8, 2015 the district sold 
bonds and deposited $80 million into the capital 

projects fund to begin the initial projects that were 
outlined in the bond package. In addition, the 
district operations department is in the process 
of applying for a state “class size reduction grant” 
which would provide funding for additional elemen-
tary school classrooms. It is the intent of the district 
to move quickly and inclusively in the educational 
specification process for these projects. It is also 
our intention to garner extra funding wherever 
possible to enhance the very generous support of 
our local voters.

The passage of the bond and the subsequent steps 
that are in process will begin a five to six year 
period where the district as a whole will see a great 
deal of facility improvements and enhancements. 

In the coming weeks our school board will be con-
sidering several steps that have been in the plan-
ning for over a year. These items for consideration 
include dedicating the funding for a 1:1 electronic 
device initiative which would impact students in 
grades 4-12 and is proposed for full implementation 
over a four year period. The board is also consider-
ing funding for a required local contribution for the 
before mentioned “class size reduction grant” and 
the next installment of funding for the continued 
modernization of our district bus fleet. All of these 
proposed initiatives bring the added benefit of 
long-term operational efficiencies to the district. It 
is our goal to make improvements that bring the 

students, staff, and community a long-term return 
on their investment in our schools.

As we look forward to 2016 and 2017 there are a 
number of additional steps that the board will be 
considering. They will commission a Bond Oversight 
Committee made up of citizens and staff to work 
regularly with our Operations and Capital Projects 
departments on the stewardship of our bond pro-
ceeds. The board will also commission a Boundary 
Review Committee which will consider the location 
of existing schools, new construction, and growth 
in the community and begin proposed new at-
tendance boundaries for all schools - elementary, 
junior high, and high schools. 

With so much work taking place on facilities and in 
the community it is very important to remember 
our main mission of ensuring that each child is well 
prepared for a meaningful post-secondary opportu-
nity. This remains our primary focus. 

Puyallup is a great place to be! Thank you all for 
your work in making it so for each child in our com-
munity.

            

In a competitive auction of bonds on Tuesday, 
December 8, the district received bids from seven 
investment banks, including some of the largest 
banks in the nation. The winning bid, submitted by 
JP Morgan Securities, will allow the district to sell 
$68.9 million in bonds at a premium rate result-
ing in net proceeds to the capital projects fund of 
$80 million. The overall cost of borrowing is 3.36 
percent which is an impressively low rate compared 
to other recent school district bond sales which ran 
between 4.2 and 4.89 percent.

The initial $80 million will be used to begin the 
projects authorized by the $292.5 million bond 
measure. The sale will allow for the district’s Capital 
Projects department to hire architectural firms, 
update the district standard educational specifica-
tions, and begin hiring essential staff. Chief Financial 
Officer Corine Pennington reported the next sale is 
anticipated in three years, and there is potential for 
a third sale sometime in the future.

The Puyallup School Board voted unanimously to 

District sells bonds to begin projects

Superintendent Tim Yeomans administered the 
oath of office to newly elected Puyallup School 
Board members Michael Keaton, Chris Ihrig, and 
Dane Looker during the December 14 school board 
meeting.

The board welcomed new director Michael Keaton, 
as he begins his first term on the board. Keaton was 
elected in the November 3 General Election and will 
serve a four-year term. Keaton is currently a senior 
manager in the defense industry and has served 20 
years as an F-16 fighter pilot in the Air Force. He has 
volunteered at Edgerton Elementary as a WATCH 

sell $80 million in general obligation bonds for cap-
ital projects funding. The resolution put before the 
School Board at the November 24 meeting autho-
rized the issuance and sale of unlimited tax gen-
eral obligation bonds of the district not to exceed 
$80,000,000 to provide funds to begin planning 
and construction on the first three bond-related 
elementary school projects. These projects include 
replacing Firgrove and Northwood elementary 
schools, and building a new elementary school on 
144th on South Hill.

The authorization is a result of the voter approved 
November 3, 2015 General Election bond issue for 
School Construction and Facility Improvements. The 
passing of the bond provides for annual tax levies 
to pay the principal of and interest on the bonds; 
authorizing a competitive sale of such bonds and 
delegating to the Superintendent or Chief Financial 
Officer of the district the authority to accept a bid, 
determine the structure of the bonds, and approve 
the interest rates, maturity dates, and principal 
maturities for the bonds. 

Superintendent Tim Yeomans stated, “We’ve been 
working very hard to meet our taxpayers expecta-
tions.”

According to Pennington, the district received high 
bond ratings of AA1 from Moody’s and AA+ from 
Standard and Poor’s. These are the second highest 
ratings possible. School Board Director Pat Dono-
van noted the “strength of the bond ratings show 
district stewardship.” 

The School Construction and Facility Improvements 
bond addresses the need for elementary school 
classroom space. The five approved projects will 
create additional classroom space for 2,720 el-
ementary students and will reduce the demand 
for the number of elementary school temporary 
instructional spaces, also referred to as portable 
classrooms, from the current 122 elementary porta-
ble classrooms to 22 of the temporary instructional 
spaces.

D.O.G. Dad, has been active in the Puyallup PTA, 
and coached youth basketball and baseball.

Incumbent board members Chris Ihrig and Dane 
Looker were re-elected to four-year terms in the 
November 3 election. Ihrig has served on the Puy-
allup School Board since 2009. Looker has served 
since 2011. 

School board members are elected to four-year 
terms; however, elections are held every two 
years because seats are up for election at stag-
gered intervals.

The three directors join board members Pat Don-
ovan and Kathy Yang on the five-member school 
board, serving the eighth largest district in the 
state. 

Board selects new president, vice-president, and 
legislative representative

Every year in December, the Puyallup School 
Board elects officers for the coming year. In ac-
cordance with board policy, the board elects from 
among its members a president, vice president, 
and two legislative representatives to serve a one-
year term.

By unanimous vote, the board elected Dane 
Looker, president and WIAA representative; Kathy 
Yang, vice president; and Pat Donovan and Mi-
chael Keaton, legislative representatives.

Puyallup School Board Members
Standing from left: Pat Donovan, Chris Ihrig, Michael Keaton

Sitting from left: Dane Looker, Kathy Yang

First and second-grade students at Spinning Elementary gather
in Melissa Brown’s classroom (top) and Kelly Clarendon’s class-
room (bottom) for combined ‘Viking Time.’ They are divided 
into support groups according to ability for extensive learning 
and intervention.

Newly elected school board members 
take the oath of office

Spinning first and second-grade students 
work together during Viking Time
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Tim Yeomans, 
Superintendent



Updating the district 
“Ed Specs” has begun
In the field of education there can be a unique 
vocabulary used among specialists. When school 
facilities planners and architects get together with 
teachers to talk about designing learning environ-
ments, they talk about Educational Specifications, 
also known as Ed Specs.

Thanks to the overwhelming support of voters in 
the November 3, 2015 General Election, the Puy-
allup School District is moving forward in planning 
the replacement of three elementary schools, re-
modeling and expansion of one elementary school, 
and the construction of a new elementary school. 
Before this work can begin, the school board must 
approve the district standard educational specifica-
tions. The Board of Directors will consider approval 
of the ed specs in February 2016.

Last fall, Mario Casello, educational planning direc-

tor gathered insight from a variety of different staff 
members including teachers, specialists, adminis-
trators, and design professionals in order to update 
the district’s current educational specifications. 

Teachers have a good understanding of the in-
structional needs in a classroom. They also can 
speak to the developmental needs of the learners 
in the classroom. However, a school is made up of 
more than just classroom space. There are many 
considerations, including location and design of 
restrooms, inclusion of special programs such as 
pre-school or special education classrooms. Even 
the design of library spaces and the inclusion of 
technology must be carefully considered in order to 
allow for possible changes over time.

“It was very important to us as a district to include 
a variety of professionals who work within our 
schools and understand the needs that pertain to 
the curriculum and the educational environment 
that helps promote positive student learning.” 

“By involving the right people, we are getting 
accurate information to ensure that our design 
professionals are building schools that meet the 
needs of staff, students, and community.”

– Mario Casello, director of educational planning

The development of educational specifications is 
a very important step in the construction process, 
and necessary before any design work can proceed. 
Once completed, ed specs will form, in large part, 
the basis for the scope of work statement in the for-
mal agreement between the district and the archi-
tect. This work is foundational and will direct many 
decisions made during the planning and design of 
each elementary school bond project.

 NORTHWOOD ELEMENTARY

FIRGROVE ELEMENTARY

NEW ELEMENTARY

Architectural consultant firms have been selected to begin the design process to construct 
a new elementary school in the southwest area of the district and to replace and enlarge 
Firgrove and Northwood elementary schools. In an effort to relieve overcrowding, these 
schools will be built to accommodate more students. Firgrove and Northwood will each be 
replaced with a larger 30 home room classroom elementary on their existing sites. The new 
elementary school will be constructed with 44 home room classrooms. 

The district advertised to the public in May 2015 for interested licensed architectural firms 
to submit their qualifications for the bond projects as approved by voters in the Novem-
ber 3, 2015 General Election. Fourteen firms submitted statements of qualifications for 
pre-design, design, contract administration, and other related professional services for new 
construction, replacement, or major remodel projects. 

Each firm’s proposal was evaluated by a Phase I selection committee made up of district 
operations, capital projects, and construction staff. Four firms were then interviewed by 
a Phase II interview committee with eight members, including the Chief Operations Offi-
cer, Director of Educational Planning, Construction Director, Director of Capital Projects, 
and three elementary principals. This committee evaluated candidates on organizational 
criteria, design approach and qualifications, elementary school expertise, and educational 
specifications knowledge. The interview team also toured elementary schools in the area 
that were designed by each of the firms.

The Puyallup School Board approved the recommended rank order of the top four architec-
tural firms, as scored by the committees, at the July 2, 2015 school board meeting.

The architectural firms selected to begin work in 2016 on the bond projects are:

Mahlum – Replace and enlarge Firgrove Elementary

“We are fueled by the belief that our work serves communities and fosters connections. 
As a result we are adept listeners who thrive on engagement and advocate a collaborative 
process that invites participation by people who have a vested interest in success: students, 
teachers, staff, administrators, alumni, parents, and neighbors.”

NAC – Construct New Elementary School

“The projects in the next phase of your long-term development plan are a terrific opportu-
nity to build on the success the district has worked so hard at over the past several years. 
Our approach to designing schools is founded on a commitment to create a great learning 
environment that aligns with the district’s educational approach, while developing a con-
nection to the site, setting, and community.”

Studio Meng Strazzara – Replace and enlarge Northwood Elementary

“For over 30 years, we have partnered with districts across the Pacific Northwest to create 
exceptional learning environments. Either through renovations and upgrades to existing 
facilities or all-new schools, the foundation of our firm has been built on our work with edu-
cational facilities. We pride ourselves in delivering outstanding, award-winning learning en-
vironments, and are excited to have an opportunity to provide the Puyallup School District 
students and staff with safe and healthy environments that focus on teaching and learning.”

Additionally, the district is studying designs for a state-funded class size reduction grant 
that may provide in excess of 40 additional classrooms. The classrooms would be built as 
additions to several elementary schools. The architectural firm selected to begin work on 
the class size reduction project is:

BCRA –  Class size reduction grant projects

“Puyallup’s unprecedented growth at the elementary level, coupled with the state’s desire 
for full-day kindergarten and smaller class sizes have created a significant need for more 
classrooms. Over the past decade, BCRA has appreciated the opportunities we have had to 
work with Puyallup School District on projects and through committee participation. This in-
volvement has given us insight into the current condition of the facilities, how the Puyallup 
School District is dealing with the challenges of growth, and the shift in student population 
within school boundaries.”

Director of Capital Projects Gary Frentress stated, “The district received proposals from 14 
highly qualified firms. I believe we chose the best of the best for our projects. The designs 
will benefit greatly from the knowledge and skills they bring to the work.”

Architectural assignments for the bond projects to remodel and enlarge Pope Elementary 
and to replace and enlarge Sunrise Elementary will be assigned in approximately one year 
as defined by the Bond Projects Schedule (see page four).

Architectural firms assigned to begin bond projects
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Q&A
The following are some frequently asked questions about the school bond measure that was approved by 
voters in the November 3, 2015 General Election.

What is a school bond? 
A bond pays for capital projects such as new school construction, renovation, replacement, and other school improve-
ments. The last voter-approved school bond in 2004, for example, paid for construction of Glacier View Junior High and 
Carson and Edgerton elementary schools, replacement of Kalles and Aylen junior high schools, remodels or renovations 
at several other schools, and updated student and staff computer equipment.

How is a school bond different from an educational programs and operations school levy? 
An educational programs and operations school levy, also referred to as a maintenance levy, helps fund day-to-day 
learning needs such as textbooks and extracurricular programs. Puyallup School District voters last approved a four-year 
school programs and operations levy in February 2014.

What are the projects on the voter approved November 3, 2015 school bond?
The voter approved $292.5 million bond measure includes:

•	 Replacing Firgrove, Northwood, and Sunrise elementary schools with larger elementary schools that would 
have 30 home rooms (similar in size to the last two elementary schools, Edgerton and Carson, which opened 
in 2007). This school size generally supports four classrooms for each grade level.

•	 Building a new elementary school with 44 home rooms on undeveloped district-owned property on 144th 
Street near 80th Avenue west of Meridian on South Hill. This school size generally supports six classrooms for 
each grade level.

•	 Remodeling and expanding Pope Elementary with 44 home rooms, consisting of six classrooms for each grade 
level. The proposed expansion includes additional classrooms, a new gym that would also be used as a cafete-
ria, relocation of some play areas, removal of portable classrooms, and expansion of the bus loop and parking 
areas.

All of the bond projects accommodate full-day kindergarten, special education preschool classes, and a science class-
room at each of the five sites.

What if my student doesn’t attend a school listed on the bond projects list?
The five school construction and renovation projects approved on the bond measure will address overcrowding and 
continued enrollment growth not only at the project sites, but also at other schools experiencing growth. School bound-
aries will be studied districtwide to reflect the larger schools and classroom additions that will be built.

Connections
what is happening around the district

Snowman by Northwood Elementary third-grade student Alla Karatsupa. Ferrucci Junior High band, choir, and orchestra performed during the Senior Services 
holiday luncheon held at the Pioneer Park Pavilion on December 11. This was the fourth year

 that Ferrucci has performed at the luncheon.  (from left: Catherine James, Jama Utigard)

                      Bond Projects Schedule 

Puyallup School District
302 Second Street S.E.

P.O. Box 370
Puyallup, WA 98371

Calendar of Events
Kindergarten registration begins 

March 15, 2016
Kindergarten information meetings will be held in February for 
parents of kindergartners starting in September 2016.
Zeiger Elementary - (for parents of Carson, Brouillet, 
Firgrove, and Zeiger)
Tuesday, February 2, 2016
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Shaw Road Elementary - (for parents of Meeker, 
Mt. View, Northwood, Spinning, Stewart, and Shaw Road)  
Date:  Thursday, February 4, 2016 
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m.
Woodland Elementary - (for parents of Fruitland, 
Waller Road, Wildwood, Maplewood, Woodland, and Karshner)
Date:  Tuesday, February 9, 2016
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m.
Hunt Elementary - (for parents of Ridgecrest, Sunrise, 
Edgerton, Pope, and Hunt)
Date:  Thursday, February 11, 2016 
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m.
Karshner Elementary Spanish Presentation – (For 
Spanish speaking families with incoming  kindergartners)
Date:  Thursday, February 18, 2016 
Time:  6:30-7:30 p.m.

School Transfer Application Deadlines
Parents wanting to enroll their students at a school other than 
their approved home school must have an approved transfer
request on file.
In-District Transfer
Resident students who wish to attend a school other than 
their resident school in 2016-17 must complete the 
appropriate intra-district transfer application and submit it 
by the deadline listed on the website. Students on a currently 
approved transfer may continue at the same school without a
new transfer application.
Out-of-District Waiver
Secondary due dates: January 10, April 10, and June 1.
Elementary due dates: March 1, May 1, and June 15.

Please visit the district website at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us for more information.
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